
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

INFORMATION NOTE 

 
April 24-26, 2024 

Russian Federation, Nizhny Novgorod 

(local time) 
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The co-organizers of the International Scientific and Practical Forum “Topical Issues of Anti-

Money Laundering and Countering the Financing of Terrorism (AML/CFT)” are the Eurasian 

Group on Combating Money Laundering and the Financing of Terrorism (EAG), the Council of 

Heads of Financial Intelligence Units of the member-countries of the Commonwealth of Independent 

States (CHFIU CIS), Rosfinmonitoring (Russian FIU), Government of the Nizhny Novgorod Region, 

the Russian International Training and Methodological Center for Financial Monitoring (ITMCFM). 

 

The forum will be held in Nizhny Novgorod, Russian Federation, from April 24 to April 26, 2024 

(Wednesday to Friday). 

 

 

Information about Nizhny Novgorod 

               

 

The city was founded in 1221 (in 2021 it celebrated its 800th anniversary). The population is more 

than 1.2 million people - it is among the ten largest cities in Russia. 

“St. Petersburg is the head, Moscow is the heart, and Nizhny Novgorod is the pocket of Russia” - this 

19th century saying appeared due to the fact that the country’s main fair was moved to Nizhny 

Novgorod. It was even called “the eighth wonder of the world.” Every year, the largest auctions were 

held here, which attracted merchants not only from all over Russia, but also from other countries. 

Nizhny Novgorod ranks third in Russia in terms of area - 543 square kilometers. The uniqueness of 

this city lies in the fact that it is one of the longest cities in Russia. Its length along the Volga River 

is about 100 kilometers. 

The convenient geographical location at the confluence of the Volga and Oka, the largest rivers in 

Europe, has turned Nizhny Novgorod into one of the main centers of river tourism in Russia. 
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In 1500-1515 a stone Kremlin with 13 towers was erected here. The Nizhny Novgorod Kremlin is 

unique since it was built according to Leonardo da Vinci’s scheme using the “golden section” 

principle. This is its first difference from other Russian Kremlins. There is one more feature - you 

can walk along all its walls without entering the towers. 

In 2018 Nizhny Novgorod hosted the FIFA World Cup. 

The city has the longest intercity cable car in Europe. It connects Nizhny Novgorod and the city of 

Bor. Its length is 3362 meters. It is noteworthy that more than 800 meters pass over the water surface, 

and the longest unsupported span is 681 meters! A ride on a cable car is an unforgettable experience, 

which takes your breath away both because of the the height and the views. 

 

 
 

You can find the main attractions in the attached file. 

 

Time zone: UTC +3 (GMT +3) 

 

Climate in April: moderate continental, average temperature + 15o C. 

 

NB! We draw your attention to the existence of two different cities - Veliky Novgorod (Novgorod) 

and Nizhny Novgorod (Nizhny), located at a considerable distance from each other. 
 

Please register using the attached form. The form should be completed and submitted along 

with your response. 
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Entry visas 

 

Foreigners coming to the Russian Federation from countries that have not concluded agreement with 

Russia on visa-free entry, must obtain visas. 

Delegates who require a visa to enter the Russian Federation are advised to make the necessary 

administrative arrangements as soon as possible. 

If you wish to receive assistance in obtaining a visa please send copies of your passports, necessary 

documents and other contact information no later than February 19, 2024 to the Forum Organizing 

Committee. The contact details can be found on the last page of the information note. 

The visa application process may vary from country to country. Participants submitting such 

applications must act in accordance with the requirements imposed by the embassy or consulate of 

the Russian Federation located in their country. 

To obtain a visa, a foreign citizen must apply to the Russian consular office at the place of his 

permanent residence. 

Required documents: 

Regardless of the visa category, the applicant must provide the following documents to the Russian 

consular office: 

1. Passport. 

A valid foreign (diplomatic, service, ordinary) passport or other identification document recognized 

as such by the Russian Federation. 

The passport must not raise doubts about the authenticity and ownership of its owner, contain marks, 

reservations, inventories, erasures and corrections not certified by the competent authorities of the 

relevant foreign state, torn or embroidered pages, must have at least two blank pages intended for 

visas, the validity must generally not expire earlier than 6 months from the expiration date of the visa. 

2. Completed visa application form. 

The visa application form is filled out electronically. In the absence of technical capabilities, it is 

possible to fill out the visa application form in handwritten or printed form. 

Specialized website of the Russian Ministry of Foreign Affairs for filling out the visa application 

form electronically – visa.kdmid.ru 

3. One photo measuring 3.5*4.5 cm 

A photo measuring 3.5*4.5 cm (either black and white or color) with a clear full-face image of the 

face without glasses with tinted lenses and without a headdress (with the exception of foreign citizens, 

for whom constant wearing of a headdress is a mandatory attribute of their nationality or religious 

affiliation, and if the foreign citizen is depicted wearing such a headdress in the passport photo). 

4. Under the terms of reciprocity, a visa fee is charged. 

To obtain a business visa, the applicant must provide the consulate with: 

- passport (please, see the requirements above); 
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- completed visa application form; 

- two photographs (please, see the requirements above); 

- pay the fee; 

- the original invitation to enter the Russian Federation (in paper form or a printout of the invitation 

issued in electronic form), issued by a territorial body of the Russian Ministry of Internal Affairs or 

the original invitation issued by the Russian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, or a decision of the Russian 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs.  

The full list of countries and conditions of validity of service, diplomatic and civil passports can be 

found on the website: https://www.kdmid.ru/cons/visas/ 

To fill out a visa application electronically, please, follow the link: visa.kdmid.ru 

Due to the need to comply with internal procedures, the above documents must be sent no later than 

February 19. 
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The central venue for the Forum will be the main fair complex of Nizhny Novgorod: 

 

   

 

 “The Pocket of Russia” and a real symbol of the merchants, the center of gravity of social and 

business life. In the 19th century the fair was the most important city event, where traders came from 

all over the country. 

Today the fair is a large-scale venue for holding exhibitions, major business events and entertainment 

events for the whole family. In 2022, the Nizhny Novgorod Fair celebrated its 200th anniversary. 
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Transport accessibility 

 

    

Air traffic           

Chkalov Airport - 24,000 m2 

 

Direct flights are possible from the following 

cities: 

- Baku 

- Yerevan 

- Minsk 

- Moscow (more than 12 flights per day) 

- Saint Petersburg 

- Istanbul 

- Tashkent 

- Hurghada 

- Sharm El Sheikh 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Railway connection 

 

 

Trains from Moscow to Nizhny Novgorod depart from Kursky and Vostochny railway stations. 

 

Train in the 

direction 

Moscow - 

Nizhny 

Novgorod 

Number 

of train 

trips per 

day 

Travel time 

   “Lastochka” up to 12   3,5 hours 

Average ticket price for the route: 1200 

rubles / $12 
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If it is not possible to arrive on a direct flight to Nizhny Novgorod, we suggest using the transport 

logistics hub in Moscow. The organizers are ready to provide all the necessary support both when 

booking tickets and when making transfers in Moscow. There is an opportunity to use comfortable 

railway connections (there are more than 12 train trips from Moscow to Nizhny Novgorod per day). 

 

Accommodation: 

Below you can find a list of recommended hotels for your stay in Nizhny Novgorod. Transfers to the 

event venue will be organized from the presented hotels: 

 

Sheraton Nizhny Novgorod 

Kremlin 5* 

Marins Park Hotel Nizhny 

Novgorod 3* 

  
www.sheraton-nn.ru www.marinshotels.ru/nn 

 

You can make a reservation on the websites provided, and also write to the organizers for assistance 

in booking. 

 

 

 

 

  

Chkalov International 

Airport is located 15 

km southwest of the 

center of Nizhny 

Novgorod. 

Airfield class B 

Airport 
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Currency exchange 

The currency of the Russian Federation is the Russian ruble; foreign currency is not accepted to pay 

for goods and services. To pay for everyday expenses, we recommend exchanging your available 

cash for local currency in advance. In the city banks you can exchange internationally recognized 

currencies for Russian rubles (currency exchange USD/RUB / EUR/RUB is common). 

Banks are usually open from Monday to Sunday from 9:00 to 18:00. 

 

Credit cards 

Mostly bank cards of the MIR payment system are accepted for payment in stores and banks in Russia. 

We ask participants to make sure in advance that your bank cards are working abroad. We 

recommend using cash. 

You will not be able to pay for a taxi in Nizhny Novgorod using foreign currency or credit cards. 

Please, make sure you have cash in rubles. 

 

Voltage and current frequency in the electrical network 

The standard voltage in the electrical network is 220V, current frequency is 50Hz. The following type 

of plug can be inserted into a regular outlet in the Russian Federation: 

 

NB! Please note that the host will not provide adapters to delegates. Delegates are encouraged to 

bring ones themselves. 

 

Emergency contacts 

Ambulance: 103 

Police: 102 

Unified Rescue Service: 112 

In case of fire: 101 

CONTACT DETAILS 

Please, do not hesitate to ask any questions regarding the Forum via e-mail 

forumnn2024@gmail.com or by WhatsApp|Telegram +7-916-874-67-41. Contact point – 

Mr Alexey Samarin, Head of Division at the International Cooperation Department of 

Rosfinmonitoring. 

mailto:forumnn2024@gmail.com

